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Kim André Arnesen (b. 1980) grew up in Trondheim, Norway, and began his career at
the music school at the age of six playing the piano. At age ten
he started singing in the Nidaros Cathedral Boys’ Choir. He
was later educated at the Music Conservatory in Trondheim.
As a composer he had his first performance in 1999 with the
Boys’ Choir. Since then he has written music that has been
performed by choirs all around the world. Arnesen is an
elected member of the Norwegian Society of Composers. In
2010, his first large scale work, the Magnificat, was commis-
sioned and premiered by the Nidaros Cathedral Girls’ Choir.
The premier got an overwhelming feedback leading to several new commissions. The
Magnificat was released on CD in 2014 on the record label 2L. In 2011 his choral piece
Even when He is silent had its premiere during the St. Olav Festival (Olavsfestdagene)
in Trondheim. The piece was commissioned by the festival and has since its premier
has been performed numerous times around the world. In 2013 Even when He is Silent
and Cradle Hymn were released on CD, DVD and Blu-ray on the “Christmas in Nor-
way” with St. Olaf Choir and Nidaros Cathedral Girls’ Choir. The show aired on TV
in the US and Norway. Cradle Hymn was the best-seller among Santa Barbara Music
Publishing’s Christmas music in 2014. In April 2014 his Requiem was premiered by the
Nidaros Cathedral Boy’s Choir, and the work had it’s US premier in April 2015 in West
Virginia. The Denver-based choral ensemble Kantorei and their Artistic Director Joel
Rinsema have invited Arnesen to be Composer-in-Residence for their 2015/2016 season.

For more information visit www.kimarnesen.com

Listen to a recording of the Magnificat
SSAA

at www.sbmp.com, or at Spotify, or on the 2L label CD
Performed by the Nidaros Cathedral Girls’ Choir

Program note from the composer

Magnificat is a song of praise about one of the Bible’s greatest wonders: the angel Gabriel
visiting Mary with the message that she will be the mother of God’s son. In this work
I have tried to express what a young, poor woman must have felt on receiving such a
message: wonder, devotion, gratitude, joy, humility, hope and compassion. God has a
heart for the poor, and when God chose a poor woman to be the mother of his Son, it says
something about a bottom-up view of the world. My Magnificat is therefore a prayer for
the sick, the poor, a song for help and hope for those who are struggling.
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Magnificat translation

1. Luke 1:46-148

Magnificat anima mea Dominum. My soul magnifies the Lord,

Et exultavit spiritus meus in Deo salutari meo. and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

Quia respexit humilitatem ancillae suae. for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
2. Luke 1:48

Ecce enim ex hoc beatam For behold, from now on

me dicent omnes generationes. all generations will call me blessed.

3. Luke 1:49

Quia fecit mihi magna qui potens est: For he who is mighty has done @reat things for me,
et sanctum nomen eius. and holy is his name.

Sicut locutus est ad patres nostros. As he spoke to our fath

timentibus eum.

4. Luke 1:50
Et misericordia eius et progenies in progenies, And his merc@ e who fear him.

5. Luke 1:51-52

Fecit potentiam in brachio suo, M strength with his arm;

dispersit superbos mente cordis sui. he ttered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
Deposuit potentes de sede, brought down the mighty from their thrones

et exaltavit humiles. exalted those of humble estate.

6. Luke 1:54

Suscepit Israel puerum suum, He has helped his servant Israel,

recordatus misericordiae su in remembrance of his mercy.

7.

Gloria Patri et Filio et Spirzi Sancto. Glory Be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
Sicut erat in principio et nunc et semper, As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

et in saecula saeculorum. Amen. world without end. Amen.





